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ATTORNEY POSITION, TEEN LEGAL ADVOCACY CLINIC IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY
CENTER FOR CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY

The Center for Children’s Advocacy, a non-profit organization dedicated to enforcing the legal rights of indigent children, seeks a full-time attorney to join its staff.  Through outreach and collaborative programs, the Center provides legal interventions to help youth solve crises in their lives that often lead to school failure, assist youth in the juvenile justice system to secure appropriate educational and mental health services, as well as represent abused and neglected children and youth.  Individual cases expose systemic issues, which the Center addresses through administrative and legislative advocacy to promote changes to policies and practices that will benefit the largest number of children and youth.  In addition, Center staff  provide trainings and educational materials for youth and professionals to help them recognize and respond appropriately to legal issues. For a complete description of CCA and its projects, please visit CCA’s website: www.kidscounsel.org
Position Description:

This is a unique and exciting position because it gives the attorney a chance to represent individual children in court and administrative hearings, while simultaneously working with partners in the community to effect large-scale, systemic change. In a given week, a TLAP attorney might counsel a teenager on how to apply for a restraining order, appear in Juvenile Court to represent a neglected child, testify to the state legislature in support of a bill the attorney has drafted, and train a group of medical professionals on the legal rights of immigrant children. Attorneys at the Center for Children’s Advocacy are encouraged to think creatively about ways to solve problems in children’s lives, whether through high-profile litigation, behind-the-scenes negotiation, legislation, or raising public awareness.

The Teen Legal Advocacy Project focuses on bringing legal services to teenagers wherever they are. In this position, the attorney will operate a high school-based legal clinic for teenagers inside Harding High School in  Bridgeport and work with youth in various group settings including shelters, group homes, residential facilities, detention centers, and alternative detention centers.  The attorney will provide youth in these settings with valuable legal information, and self-advocacy training.  Through individual and systemic advocacy, the attorney will be giving a voice to youth who traditionally have no voice.  
In addition, the attorney will be training professionals working with teens to better their response to their clients’ needs.  The attorney will be working with youth and professionals in selected sites in Fairfield County.  

Qualifications:

Experience with and a preference for working with culturally and economically diverse populations are essential. Knowledge and experience of child welfare law, education law, and/or  legal issues affecting youth is preferred.  Bilingual (Spanish) attorneys are strongly encouraged to apply.  Minimum of 2 years practicing law.
Compensation:


Competitive salary, commensurate with experience.  Generous benefits.
Application Process:

Please email or send a cover letter and resume immediately to:  Martha Stone, Executive Director, Center for Children’s Advocacy, Inc., University of Connecticut School of Law, 65 Elizabeth Street, Hartford, CT  06105.   mstone@kidscounsel.org
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

CCA is an equal opportunity employer.

