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THE CONNECTICUT HISPANIC BAR ASSOCIATION FULLY SUPPORTS THE APPOINTMENT OF JUDGE SONIA SOTOMAYOR TO THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT
The Connecticut Hispanic Bar Association (CHBA) commends President Barack H. Obama on his historic decision to appoint one of our esteemed members and long-time supporters, Judge Sonia Sotomayor, to the Supreme Court of the United States.  
 
Since being appointed to the bench, Judge Sotomayor has compiled an exemplary and distinguished record.  Judge Sotomayor was originally nominated to the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York by President George H.W. Bush in 1992, and unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate.  In 1998, Judge Sotomayor was confirmed to serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, as nominated by President William J. Clinton.  Judge Sotomayor has earned a stellar reputation as a defender of the rule of law and praise for her thoughtful and thorough written opinions.  Moreover, in her over 11 years of service with the Second Circuit, she has participated in over 3,000 decisions and authored approximately 400 opinions on important issues of constitutional law, difficult procedural matters, and complex corporate and business issues. 

Her personal story is similarly compelling.  Judge Sotomayor grew up in a working-class family in New York City.  She attended Princeton University on a scholarship where she graduated summa cum laude and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  She went on to earn her law degree at Yale Law School where she was an editor of the Yale Law Journal.  During most of her career, Judge Sotomayor has chosen to serve the American public, first as a prosecutor in Manhattan and then as a federal judge. In recognition of her accomplishments, the CHBA honored Judge Sotomayor in 1998 with its Achievement Award at its Annual Awards Dinner.


The CHBA fully supports the appointment of Judge Sotomayor to the United States Supreme Court and urges Connecticut Senators Christopher Dodd and Joseph Lieberman to do the same.  We anticipate that the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee from both parties will treat Judge Sotomayor with the respect she deserves, examine her extensive record thoughtfully, and perform their constitutional duty to advise and consent expeditiously and without obstruction.  
 
Founded in 1993, the CHBA works to enhance the visibility of Hispanic lawyers throughout the state; to facilitate communication and sharing of information and resources among our members; to serve as mentors to new lawyers and law students; and to assist the public and private sectors in achieving diversity in their law firms and legal departments.  The CHBA also serves to address and respond to issues impacting our Hispanic communities, including the issues of access to the courts, judicial diversity and other ethnic and social challenges. For more information, please visit our website at www.ct-hba.org. 
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